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DISCUSSION OF POLITICAL NOTES 


7ol 1, No 12 was devoted to an article on the press and indir¬ 
ectly on the type of organization we are working toward. We 
are glad to print below a letter from a friend stimulated by 
this article together with our reply.'. 

Det. 12-18-45 

I received your last PN and while I was reading’it I thought I 
would write to you and express appreciqition of. all the documents you 
have gotten out. I feel sure that almost'everyone gives expression 
to the ideas they have received through their material environment if 
it has been balanced and weighed aside from the lies and falsehoods 
that clutter up their brain'/Marxists are those who understand the 
nature of society and can differentiate between what is bourgeois 
propaganda and science-. 

Sometimes Marxists never get all the facts of science and I be¬ 
lieve it is the duty of one comrade to tell another where he can 
correct himself on facts that have been disproven by life but are 
still carried as basic facts in the mind^ of others. 

What makes me state this is a statement in your last PN where 
you state along with very important other'statements: o. 

"This tendency can be expressed bjr the word, Marxism and there is 
hardly need to add that we-'stand for-the' consistent development 
of the ideas of Marx, Engels, Lenin'and of Trotsky of that per¬ 
iod whan he was a Marxist." 

It is your inclusion of Trotsky in the manner ,you' do and your 
not stating, when he deserted Marxism. Trotsky has been on both 
sides of-the fence oh every question even: before Lenin died. Ho was 
foi' a labor party* He was against-a labor •party. He was for an 
Anglo-Russian Committee. -‘He y/as against an Anglo-Hussian Comniittee. 
xie v/as for going into the Chinese Euominta.ng. Ho v;as against going 
into the Kuomintang. ' He has ai?;ays beon' a Marxist, ho has always 
been an anti-Marxist even the- in the stress of .1917-1920 ho was on 
ube Side of the Revolution'. ■ T . , 

Marlon has exposed TrotskM from quotations of his writings and 
speeches and in a v/ay has done a good- job', but tho best thing that , 
has ever come out so far as I can judge is the book by Anton Ciliga, 
"The Russian Enigma 1... .Got th,is, togetho,r with, their. Novomhor issue 
of Politics and after read ins'the-"Iliad" together with C.lliga’3 
book write me just What ■ro'ac-tion.s ynu. obtained from rocrling this.,..- 
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I am interestod in the ’’Press" angle but x hayo made some defi¬ 
nite conclasions that I could not hayo made b.oforo reading what I 
have ashed you to road and I would like for you to road, discuss and 
write me what you think. ... 

I send my best wishes and approoia-tion of • the work'you arc do¬ 
ing and am not in any way trying to deprecate your untiring effort 
made to bring clarity, but I feel Lean make a suggestion that will 
help you and I hope you will accept my suggestions in the spirit in 
which they are given... 

Comradely yours 


OUR REPLY 


Lear Eriend: 


Jan IS 1946 


We've boon glad that our article has stimulated discussion and, 
as you should know bjr now, wo warmly v/elcome your suggestions. W o 
are forced to limit our reply;’, at pro'sent, to your points on Trotsky 
since wo. have not had the opportunity to read the booki; 

, . ■■ ■ ' But in.: the near fut¬ 

ure we intend to discuss it 'with you. Moanyi/hilO, don.’t hesitate, , , to 
write us what you think of this reply. ' ■ ’. - 

Your q.uestioning. of;/the formulation ”we , stand for the develop¬ 
ment of the ideas of Marx,. Engeis, Lenin and of Trotsky of that per¬ 
iod when ha v;r.s a Marxist" is a point very well taken. . Thinking it 
over, it appears that it would bo much bette fo say; "the develop¬ 
ment of the B'larxis t ideas of'Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky ■" i n 
order to dissociate ourselves from several false theories propoundods 
That the Slavs v/ere by nature a slave people (Tferx) , "democratic 
dictatorship of the proletariat and peasantry" (Lenin) and a v/hole 
host of Trotsky's errors. Wo had no intention of accepting uncriti¬ 
cally every word and action of these 4 m.en and turning them into a 
dogma. Rather the intention v/as to call attenti.on to the largo body 
of Marxist literature' they have produced and their-rovoluticnarj/' 
practice as the.concretisatipn of what was meant by the general term 
"Marxism". 

Confusion was introduced by trying to limit the cndorsem.cnt of 
Trotsky not according to the political content of his work but b y 
setting up a criterion of time - as tho he were OK for so and so ma¬ 
ny jj-ears and no good before and after. 

Tho time criterion is very poor. One example will suffice to 
show its Limitations. Trotsky developed the theory of tho permanent 
revolution prior to the October Revolution, at a time when, it is 
generally agreed, he was playing the role of a centrist, trying to 
reconcile Menshovism (reformism) and Bolshevism (Marxism). Tho the¬ 
ory of the permanent revolution was a brilliant application of Marx¬ 
ism, a valuable addition to the arsenal of the revolutionary prolet¬ 
ariat, a prognostication which was fully confirmed by subsequent 
history. If we persist in determining everything by time , then v; o 
are confronted, with tho dilemma; to throw out the theory of porman- 











eat, revrlation because Trotsky was at tha., tl>ne a - waioT 

would oe throwing the laby cut with uhe hathwoxcr - ci to er.doroC 
Trotsky's centrist role at that time for xhe sake ox tnc theory 
which would he akxn bo eating the worn, for the sake of the apple. 
Obviously neither variant is acceptable. The only- solution comes 
from abandoning the criterion of tine and substituting for it a 
statement of those contributions by Trotsky'whieh are sound Maiocism, 
together with a criticism of his. brosic deviations from Maiocism. 

Trotsky had; a, brilliant' analytical mind, and among his major 
contributions are analyses of a series of revolutions, revolutionary 
situations, and imperialist. conflicts. Y/c have alreadj?- mentioned 
the theory of permanent revoJ.ution. The history of the Russian Rev¬ 
olution, analysis and' criticism of the economic development during 
the dictatorship, of the proletariat fV>JllITIiFR RUSSIA, TER REAL SITUA¬ 
TION IN RUSSIA,'■ etc) , polemics against, the theory and practice of 
socialism in one country, ahaiysi?; of. the'problems of the Chinese 
Revolutj.on, the. English general, strike^,' the'; rise of fascism in. Ger¬ 
many are o-ther h.iglilights of hi's. e.on'tr’ib.utions, 

■ Thruout .bis polltioal life,,. Trotskj^ ha.d, a maj'Qr;,.'devi'ntion; which 
influenced his .course 'and' bis wrritings both before' and' after his ex- 
pulsion •from:; ;t.h-e,’01.,- 'O'h, .the, .basis of the victo;r.i'ou-,s, October .Revolu¬ 
tion, this'xweakaess ,bad a minor effect. On' the basis of the degene¬ 
ration of . ■cho,,.Soviet regime, , it :assumed more-:and more menacing pro¬ 
portions,. u.nti.l, in 1934i i't came , to- dominate .his, whole line. 

This revision flov/ed from an.-inabilityt6 recognize the" nature 
of reformism, and the basic reformist' conto.rit of. centrism. .. .. T. h e 
proofs of this lack are plentiful thruout his career, now taking one 
form, now another. In the' period before, .the October Revolution it 
led to his advocating uhity between'Mensheviks .('refGrtri'ists) a.nd Bol¬ 
sheviks (Marxists). After the .seizure of ■ power, it led - to- 'a whole 
series of organizational, and political .concessions to: the''rising re¬ 
formist burocracy. His inability to recdgr.ize , the basic hostility 
to Marxism of the. Stalinist clique, their .'ref ormist line, led him 
to observe their discipline as ':party. disc.ipl.ino", to the;-extent of 
giving up all ,his, posts of power and making-, false statements to- the 
masses.- In the Oxl ticism o_f the Iraft: Pro gram he oven'.states on pa¬ 
per the reformist ebntenf of the tho'bry of"”3 0 clalis-m In ;ono country 
but immediately ..s.Hies awray- from- dra'wing,.any conclusions from the 
fact that the Stalinists hao, a re.fo.rmi-s.t line. This'’ failure ..to -ova.l- 
uate the .class character o‘f ..reformism. .and centrism condemned him to 
play the . role , of a loft faction-.of the CI for years ‘and finally be¬ 
came in 1934 the .'deminatihg foa'ture-of..,his ■ line wilh the' infamous 
'''French turn'* which, carried him -into the -oamp of "social . democracy. 
In their-failure: to understand, the-bourgeois nature' of reformism, 
and their advocacy 'of a labor;;, party , tbe Tyotskyites of, ' today are 
carrying to. a logical conclusion TrotM':y’'s basic; revision, of Marxism. 

The main oi;t‘lines- of this, were .-clear'by 1936- and f he.'. essentials 
were inoorporoted'in- the .documents ..of the .founding convention^ of the 
RWL - a one-time Marxist organization of which we w/ere-all.members . . 
Included also in these documents was the "time'*' criterion In i, ;regord 
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to. •Trots'kj'', the fallacy, of v/hich we have exposed above* Ajlso, alt,no 
we said at the time, that ce’htrism could not be reformed, in conura- 
diistinction to Trotsky’s concept, the WTL failed to analyze the rea¬ 
son .for Trotsky ’ s orientation on centrism and reformism. This, reason 
we have attempted to explain above - his failure to recognize the 
bourgeois content of reformism. 

Now comes Marlen - years later - crying, "Trotsky, Ps^^ou hypo¬ 
crite, why didn^t you'fight . Stalin?" In reading over I»:iarien’s mate¬ 
rial, the .main ..impressidn we get. is that noth ing new is added. H e 
presents no.majorvpositions which.were nof'already ■ in writing and 
widely.circulated: by 1936. He concerns himself primarily • ;with de¬ 
tails ■ and .his-, loud condemnations of Trotsky are little more, than el¬ 
aborations, of . the criticisms we made together in 1936. 
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For example, oh the ' Anglo-Hussian Committee of ' 192-6 Marlen 
S; to.-..have. dug..up new hitherto undisclosed material on Trotsky's 
in '.011.0 British general strike-. He quotes from Trotsky’s speech 
e, 3d.. A.ll-Un,ib.h,. Qbnference of. Workers’ and Peasants’ Ccrrespond- 
pubiisho.d-:Ihi febyda .. in 1926., where Trotsky identifies • himself 
the.dl: and'{hak'e.S no'criticism of the Cl's role. Let .tis , repeat 
he thing', heW: is; a'd.ded . Wb' have- long known that Trotsky car- 
on his 'struggle against Stalihlst' po-ilcy within the .party * . Is 
surprising,, .therefore.,, that at the same time that' he was hotly 
ed to .the, line ..fol.loWed-b^ the he defena.ed the Cl 

■party mas.^b?' .::shbi’t b.hi^^ coribtltutes no new proof of .his 
ner 3 ~; if merely corroborates tW that he obsbrve.d party 

pline -/a bodrso. .■which he n never conceoledV j bqt even 

ded. .'We anbscquently eohdemh'ed this -0 00130. 


¥arlQ.n d'lsb:,dismtsses V/hithe r '' England ? -aS. a ■^Stalinist .work- 
from the first.-word to the last .'** t ( Tro'tsh'f -^ Bchool of F alsification , 
rer'o II, p..,37), ,.In-1925 the Cl was in the midst of a-sharp .thru ■ to 
•the right, it ,v/as,.fo;llowing a:policy of, rapprochomontiv/ith every 'sort 
of o.pportunist fakor ;in the , hopOs' that peace could:-be.'attained>f or 
■ic3 fU, as well .as ; the-'■.pbiectiyes.'.O.f .tho.'wo.rkin.g .class in each-.of 
tfi-o ..ea-pitalist cOUntrios. W hither England? Is "ah analysisr of :,t,,h e 
precarious situation of. British capitalism, the la^ckoy .role . Of.'o the 
social reformists,. the; untenability of the position of' gradualism, 
the .'necessity for royolutidna'ry. force as the' only-ultimate ■ solurlon 
of . ,t'he"impasse - lor the' proietariaf.' Were Stalinism eapabl.e' of .' such 
evaluationit.: could.fnof'baye pursued the policy it did in .-.Germany, 
England, China, .'etc , ''TrOtsky attempted to eoncretizo his' a.na.lysis by 
insl-sting-'l’in. party .cirel’es, fhat' the Cl break v/ith the reformiS;t 
leaders in. f he Angl.'O-Eussian 06..mm;itt'ee..' He did not extend .thi's-:.-: t o 
ah open break with the Cl-pOlicy/ Such' action was objective ■ betray¬ 
al.,o.£ the. British,.working class. ^ But the line projected - even the 
not carried out. is still, valid;;,'’and-t.eday throws valuable..'light on 
the situation", assisting ':ub to.'fbrm''a elearor 'picture of. ;th.e class 
re.lation.s. and, to, prbjp'c.t a, revoiut'iohary 'lirie for the EngMs-h .'■pr-plo- 
taria't. (pij Yol' l, ’No' S) -'Gne cahh-b't-"say iha't either for 'Stalinist 


analyses, which were false 
apparently nonexistent. 


to the core, or for Marlon's which arc 



















In,fact,‘■•we re Marlen really' serious,Lyinterested,;in the problem? 
of the British' re-volution, he would analyze the;-obgective sito.a'biur 
and pose a line'.of action to be pursued by revolutionists. But if 
you closely.examine his material you will find, no suc:h thing. It has 
no cotttent, adds nothing basic to pur understanding of .the problems 
confronting'US all.'' .. .. 

The reason we answer you in so much.detail’ ls.,;th;at"we'foel' there 
has been a tendency in the movement, on/the basis -.of defeats and'dts 
illusionments, tp' repudiate, in, one form or-another Marxist- teachings 
and analyses.; Marlen in ’’exposing" Trotskjr le.aves- a vacuumv for he 
nowhere positively presents a concrete line. The Politics -; grbuping 
goes much further than Marlen and repudiates Marxism as a whole . 
have, dealt with'them; in an article written a year or so 'ago and- can 
let you'have it if you, ■are interested. Wo do not intend these 2 
sentences as an answer to the article nor the booh ^ you ; recommend-^ 
ed and tve hope to deal with these in our'next. _ ' 

Much thanhs fpy your patience at pur delay. ' ' . 

i. ’■^■Gomradeiy, ’ ' ' 

..„ "• ■ - Tour'Priohds " , . 

' „ ' , • ' . V THE STEEL STR1K.EV . " ' '! ' 

Jan 31 - The 10 day,.old steel s trilje has closed down the nation’s 
steel .industry, A,; Iready . this ■ is" being;, felt by pthen, sections-'of in¬ 

dustry'- a prime exampl-e i-s'the shut-dom of Ford automobile prod¬ 
uction, due to lack of steel. ... ,, 

The''effectiveness .of :this: hi story-making shutdown -in steel must 
be credi-t'ed,almost ...entirely to the rank and “file st.e.el -iTO-pkers. 

T heir'dogged,determination not to take a wagecut. thru-the'-ending of, 
overt'imd'''f'orced, the: Murray burocr-acy to' Call the'..Strike .in-.the first' 
place. Theih sense of solidarity,' their mass decision not tp work, 
rather than the pitifully-.small picket-lines at'the plant gates, has 
closed down the industry. .. . ..... - 

The companies do not-try to operate beca'-use' this sentiment of 
the masses of steel Tvorkers makes it Impossible for them'to do sol ' 
They ?/ould have to recruit a'large new body' of men ..before .they could : 
hope to demoralize the mass of the steel workers arid bring them- 'hack, 
beaten, to the steel mills again. The present situation of the lab¬ 
or market does not allow this. Not to mention the. fact that auch ' a'- 
mcye might sting a large section of the stee.l woikers into strength-- 
ening their picket. lines and-completely defed-b,,-the'companies ’ efforts 

Rather 'than, risk ^-uch; a procedure, the- stedl' companies ,are de¬ 
pending on hunger and government intervention to’‘demoralize the wor¬ 
kers . 

Likelihood of government intervention is increasing. In the 
case of the packinghouse workers the government order provided that 
they must return at the same wages and conditions as before. Truman 
in a press conference made the statement that if steel were taken o- 
ver the same condition ivould apply, it would be logical, therefore. 
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for the steel Industry to hold out and force government ’’seizure'* as 
the best way to break the strike. By this tactic they might be .able 
to beat down a ny wage increase which granted another penny or 2 on 
the hour. But this would be. a..costly procedure. Every day the 
mills are down means loss • of a certain amount- of profits. This 
consideration must be the basis of the rumored ’’peace bloc” among 
the steel companies whose argument must run a long the .line that it 
v;ould be cheaper to settle for ISl-o now than take daily losses i n 
the hope of settling for 17, 16 or 15 cents after,the strike is bro¬ 
ken. Government intervention is apparently being held up until the 
steel shortage creates a.- "popular demand” and until the dispute a- 
mong the steel companies is decided, ; 

On Jan. 17 we said,, ’’Though 800,000 workers of 70:6 .PPmpanies 
are involved in the pro^jected steel, strike,' according to Murray’s 
plans it is .suppos-ed'.to. be a very quiet, gentlemanly affair.” Even 
vre are surprised, howrever> at.'how^ yery quiet and gentlemanly it,Is. 

The company shutdovm. of the plants' has meant, of course that there is 
no open physical struggle over whether production shall take place or 
not. The union burpcracy has seized on 'this situation to limit par¬ 
ticipation by the'membership in strike .activity tO; an absolute min¬ 
imum. A policy of token picketing has been enforced and even this 
has been organized in the most haphazard and inefficient,manner. 

From all reports, no daily strike meetings are being held, no strike 
bulletins published, practically no effort made to recruit the mem¬ 
bership for the. picket lines. 

What does this policy result in? 2 examples trill show the 
point: On the first shift (ll PM to 7 AM) Sunday, Jan. 27, the 
trorld’s largest steel plant - the Gary mill; of US Steel - had three 
(s) pickets guarding its mein gate^ That same morning, at the Chi¬ 
cago mill of.US Steel - second•largest steel plant in the world - 78 
pickets showed up at 7 AM to guard the plant’s 5 gates. 

information gathered about the situation at the South Chicago 
plant of US Steel gives the picture in more d'’etail. -Out of a memb¬ 
ership of some 10,000, not even 1/5 are Ihvolved in strike activity. 

The weight of the picketing haS' fallen oh a; small group of volunteers 
irrho appear with a fair amount of regularity. .'No .attempt has been 
made by the leadership' to involve the whole member ship-.; Only one 
strike meeting - attended by about 500 - has been held:. • 

Result is that instead of mobilizing'' a-t.' leistia majority of the 
members, keeping their morale high-and usings them as'k bulwark ag¬ 
ainst any minority v/hich wants to return to v/orkv the ‘strike is be¬ 
ing carried on by .a-small minority and the yast'majority, aire left 
easy prey to demoralization, by: inactivity^ -the- radio,' the capitalist 
press and government ■ strike-breaking moves; ' 

To overcome this I situation-requires a:change of polidy to one 
of mass picket lines, mass protest meetings, mass demonstrations. 

The burocracy will fight this to'the death. ' Militantfile 
groupings are needed io take -leadership in t^^ situation if the 
strike is not to be sold dovnz the river. 
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